
 

Region
Sumatra

Producer
KSU Rahmat Kinara

Altitude
1,200 - 1,600 masl

Harvest Period
Sep - Dec

Processing
Luwak

Coffee  cultivation  in  Indonesia  holds  a  300  year  old  story  which  has  been
significantly influenced by colonization. Consisting of more than 18,000 islands, only
around ten major islands emerged as Indonesian coffee producing regions. Approx.
92% of the coffee production is in the hands of small producers using traditional
techniques.

Sumatra, Indonesia's largest island, is located in the country's western region. In its
northern  part  lies  Lake  Toba,  a  massive  100  km-long  and  550  m-deep  lake
surrounded by the Bukit Barisan mountain range, with volcanic activity enriching
the  soil  and  fostering  lush  jungles.  This  is  where  the  cooperative  KSU Rahmat
Kinara  is  located.  It  was  established  in  2007  with  around  200  farmers  and  has
steadily  grown  to  include  1,000  members  cultivating  some  1,200  hectares.
Committed to preserving their  land and forests,  they earned Rainforest Alliance
certification in 2010 and Fairtrade certification in 2013.

Their farms, like much of Central Aceh, are surrounded by natural forests, home to
wild civets (Luwaks), which give "Kopi Luwak" its name—"Kopi" meaning coffee and
"Luwak"  meaning civet.  Since gaining recognition in  the 1990s,  Kopi  Luwak has
been considered as a unique coffee specialty due to its unusual processing: civets
consume ripe coffee cherries, which ferment in their digestive tracts before being
excreted.  The remaining parchment  is  then collected,  thoroughly  cleaned,  and
dried, producing coffee renowned for its mild, full-bodied, and earthy flavors. In the
village of Kerawang, within the Rusip Antara sub-district of Central Aceh, around 60
cooperative members actively gather Kopi Luwak from wild civets.  These civets
roam freely on their farms, nestled in the lush forests of Aceh’s Gayo Highlands.
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